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 Greetings from Pr!ident Jim 
Hello fellow members of the Tacoma Athletic Commission!

These are trying times as we all navigate through the COVID 19 
challenges with many different opinions.  We hope you are all safe and 
well and have signed up or received your vaccination(s).  

It appears that it will be a number of months before we can meet in person 
again, so please consider joining in to the ZOOM meetings, Noon on the 
2nd Thursday and 5:30 PM on the third Thursday.  We had a great speaker 
last month, Bill Swartz. This month we are looking forward to hearing 
from Bill Krueger and his experiences.  

Thank you for being a member of TAC.  Please bring your dues current if 
you have not yet and consider getting involved in a committee such as the 
School Connector, Membership, Communication, Golf Tournament, or 
Golden Gloves, to name a few.  We will be outlining the opportunities for 
you shortly.  

We are also studying a database that will provide access to the membership 
roster for our members.  Hopefully, that will be launched later this year.

We look forward to connecting and hearing your “sports stories or 
memories” at our upcoming meetings.  The TAC appreciates you. 

Cheers! 



The TAC Needs You! The Tacoma Athletic Commission is seeking a Vice-
President, which begins immediately. Additionally, the Executive Secretary 
position is open. If your are interested in either position, please contact Bill 
White @ billwhitetac1943@gmail.com.

Bill Krueger, Former Major League 
Baseball Pitcher Speaks at the February 

Meeting of the TAC on “Finding 
Greatness.”

As a former Major League pitcher, Bill Krueger has an inspiring story of 
“Finding Greatness.” An exceptional storyteller, he provides personal 
leadership insights from the various relationships he built over his career 
with coaches and business professionals. From these experiences, he shares 
principles that help successful individuals and teams reach higher and 
achieve more. Bill is a co-founding partner of 4SeamLeadership and remains 
highly visible in his role for Root Sports Northwest as a Senior Analyst for 
Seattle Mariners Baseball.

Bill has come a long way from that skinny kid growing up in McMinnville, 
Oregon.  With little fanfare, Bill entered the University of Portland on a 
basketball scholarship in 1975 and was a 4-year starting guard.  He decided to
turn out for baseball his sophomore year and played 3 years of 1st base for the 
Pilots.  After graduation, Bill hoped to extend his baseball career into the 
professional ranks but had no takers in the 1980 amateur draft.  After 
numerous attempts to land an opportunity via tryouts, Bill received a call from 
the Class A Medford A’s and was signed as a pitcher in early July.  Despite not 
pitching in college, Bill made a quick assent up the ranks and made it to the 
Major Leagues with Oakland in April of 1983.   

As a left-handed pitcher, Bill played for 13 seasons and was a member of the 
1988 World Champion Los Angeles Dodgers. He finished with a 68-66 record 
and won the American League Pitcher of the Month Award twice.   After 
retiring from Major League Baseball in 1996, Bill became a sports broadcaster 
for Seattle’s Sports radio 950 KJR and on television with Root Sports 
Northwest.  He has established himself as an expert baseball analyst.



Bill and his wife Jo were instrumental in establishing the Pacific Northwest 
Chapter of Cure Autism Now back in 1997.  Under their leadership, the NW 
Chapter became the nation’s first to cross the $1 million mark in funds raised. 
As parents of an autistic child, they have a personal investment in 
fundraising to find a cure for autism. Their daughter Chanel is now a 
graduate from Seattle University Law School! The story of her success in 
rising from the darkness of autism is one that Bill hopes to share with those 
parents raising their special needs’ children. Today, Bill is the Director for 
Individual Philanthropy for NW Center, a non- profit organization focused on 
supporting kids and adults with disabilities. Bill is a spokesman on the 
powers of inclusion in the workplace. 

Bill has addressed numerous businesses, non-profits, schools and teams on a 
variety of topics ranging from his leadership presentation on “Finding 
Greatness in Others” to his rags to riches climb in athletics to the challenges 
of raising a special needs child.  He is an 8 year survivor of sudden cardiac 
arrest and talks with many groups on the importance of heart health 
education and heart disease prevention.  

“Two roads diverged in a wood, and I – I took the one less traveled by, and it has made all the difference.”

                                                                                                    Robert Frost (1916)

WIAA Executive Board Outlines WIAA Season 2 and 3 
1/19/2021 

RENTON, Wash. (Jan. 19, 2021) – The WIAA Executive Board voted on Tuesday to approve 
the schedules for WIAA Seasons 2 and 3, setting dates for traditional winter and spring 
sports.

Traditional spring sports will be held in WIAA Season 2 which will begin with pre-contest 
practices on March 15 and end on May 1. Traditional winter sports will be moved to WIAA 
Season 3 which will begin on April 26 and end on June 12.
The decision comes after the Executive Board voted at its January 6 meeting to begin 
traditional fall sports on February 1.
While the Executive Board has outlined the framework for a uniform season schedule, it 
has granted each WIAA league or district around the state the ability to reschedule seasons 
to best fit their local communities.
“Based on the risk levels assigned to traditional winter activities compared to traditional 
spring activities, the Executive Board made the decision that those spring activities will 
have the opportunity to play much earlier than winter activities,” said WIAA Executive 
Director Mick Hoffman. “The Board will continue to monitor the status of activities over the 
coming months to ensure that those traditional spring sports receive a chance to 
participate.”

https://wiaa.com/News.aspx?ID=1755&Mon=1&Yr=2021
https://wiaa.com/News.aspx?ID=1755&Mon=1&Yr=2021


Doug McArthur agreed to write a monthly article for the TAC Newsletter. Doug’s vast knowledge of Tacoma Sports 
History and his love and passion for the TAC is treasured. Doug’s articles will focus on local sports history and his 
involvement in the Tacoma/Pierce County sports arena during his long and illustrious career as a coach, a 
collegian athletic director, athletic supervision, radio broadcaster and much more. The Executive Committee thanks 
Doug for sharing his knowledge and experience with the TAC.

McArthur’s 500 Words
“A Last Hurrah!”                                                          by Doug McArthur

My first try at sharing some special moments in sports last month brought back memories of broadcasting 
and baseball. This time I’m going to stay with broadcasting, but it’s February and that’s basketball season. 
So, let’s “hoop” it up a bit! Our first recollection is one of the weirdest ever. The UPS Fieldhouse was the 
scene and the annual Class A State Tournament was the event. I was set to broadcast an opening round 
game between Okanagan and Dayton. I had not seen either team before. The “word” was that Okanagan 
would win handily. They had lots of height and a Husky-to-be named Dale Easley. He was 6-6 or 6-7 and 
his front line was almost that big as well. The opposition’s tallest was 6-2. Surprisingly Dayton won the 
opening toss. Their point guard got the ball and placed it on his hip right behind the key. Then, nothing 
happened. That’s right, NOTHING! Okanagan, with all that height, played a tight a zone defense and they 
never ventured very far from the basket. Dayton’s point guard simply held the ball. Near midcourt, I might 
add. At first there was plenty to talk about but that held ball wasn’t very exciting. The crowd grew restless. 
The rules of that era didn’t call for any penalties, if the defense didn’t react, and time marched on. The 
Okanagan band started playing the Missouri Waltz. The O crowd jeered. The D crowd cheered. It was the 
weirdest first quarter of high school basketball I have ever seen. With a second to go, Dayton’s point guard 
took a shot. It was wide left. The score was 0-0. Was I running out of words by that time? Hardly! Just 
imagine how many things there were to talk about? We were witnessing a one-of-a-kind: something none of 
us had ever seen before. We did get all of our commercials in, though, and our sponsors got more than 

their money’s worth. So ………guess what happened in the 2nd quarter. Yep, Dayton won the toss! 
Okanagan stayed in its tight zone. Dayton’s point guard put the ball on his hip. You wouldn’t believe me if I 
told you “nothing happened”. The crowd was going crazy. There might have been even more cheers than 

jeers. By the time the 2nd shot was taken, with one second left in the half, the WIAA tournament committee 
members were going bonkers. The shot hit the rim but didn’t go in. The halftime score was 0-0. I have 

never heard so much crowd reaction during a halftime. Everybody wondered what to expect during the 2nd 
half? Well, it turned out to be a total flop. The WIAA concerns were apparently given some thought by the 
Dayton coaches during intermission and they played it for “real” in the second half. The final was 32-18, 
and that was okay with the Okanagan crowd. (The rest of us would have preferred a 2-0 win with a shot at 
the buzzer!!!!)



By the way, I was the only person in the gym a year later when Puyallup hosted Sumner 
who wasn’t totally surprised by the outcome. The Vikings were the heavy favorites, but 
Sumner practiced some of Dayton’s tricks and Puyallup’s lead at halftime was 4-2.The final 
was 8-6, and that crowd wasn’t nearly as appreciative at what they saw as the D-O fans 
had been in the Fieldhouse.

Enough about “no shots” or “few shots”, if you will. Let’s talk about “long shots”. I was the 
broadcaster for two of the longest ever. Both came in the UPS Fieldhouse. The longer of 
the two (maybe by a few feet) came from Henry Kappert, the star of Lake Stevens high, and 

he swished it at the buzzer ending the 3rd quarter of a state tournament game. The 
Loggers still had the original four-sided scoreboard hanging from the Fieldhouse ceiling, far 
above the court. It was designed to be so high, no shot would ever reach it. Kappert not 
only reached it but his “heave” from a few feet near the backcourt endline went over the 
scoreboard, missing the cables which held it, and giving Lake Stevens a one-point lead at 
the buzzer. . You wouldn’t believe the shot, even if you were there (and, yes, Lake Stevens 
ended-up winning)

An interesting verification of that moment came a year later. I was getting ready to do 
another game in the tournament when the tournament office notified me that a man was 
there asking to meet me. He wouldn’t take no for an answer and he convinced the staff to 
contact me, and to tell me it was important. I decided to take a moment and I met him near 
our broadcast booth. He introduced himself and said that he had a gift for me. He had been 
at home in Lake Stevens the year before and he had taped the game. He gave me a tape 
of those moments when Kappert made the longest shot in the history of any tournament 
game ever played. (And, I still have it!!!!)

What about that 2nd “longest shot”? Ed Tingstad took it at the end of a Lincoln-Bellarmine 
game on that same floor. At that same basket. The Lions had just scored on a lay-in with 
three seconds to go to take the lead by one. Jerry Hartley took the ball for Lincoln behind 
the out of bounds line and rolled it into Tingstad. He took two dribbles and launched one 
from behind the free throw line in back court. The Bellarmine fans hadn’t stopped cheering 
for their lead when the Lincoln fans went daffy for Tingstad’s fling. It swished at the other 
end of the court. Fans stormed the floor. Tingstad was carried off by his team-mates and 
those celebrating fans. He was already starting to shower when the word came. 

Next Meeting is on Thursday, February 11,  2021



Referee Lornie Merkle had called Hartley for stepping on the end line on the inbounds 
pass. The basket didn’t count and both teams had to return so Bellarmine could put the 
ball in play for the final three seconds. That shot may have ranked as one of Tingstad’s 
biggest thrills in sports (at the time) but it was simply “a no-count long shot” at best. (And I 
don’t have any tape to prove it)

Years later Ed had a moment in football that still exists in University of Puget Sound 
record books. He turned a short pass he caught into a 94-yard gain and a touchdown in a 
Logger win against Eastern Washington. When I asked him about that “long shot” 
recently, he said that in the “long run” he preferred talking about that football record..  
Attaway Ed, Attaway! 

Thank you, Doug!!!!
 

New Member Preview

Each month I hope to introduce you to a new member to the TAC. When we meet in 
person, the new member has the opportunity to introduce themselves and say a few 
words. 

As the WIAA’s Production Coordinator and an Event Tournament Manager, Aaron 
Roetcisoender (Ritz-a-sender) is responsible for

the production, distribution, and operations of the association correspondence.  He also 
leads as the main contact for WIAA programs such as; Athlete of the Week, Academic 
State Champions, Scholastic Cup, Scholastic Awards, Team of the Month, 3A State 
Softball Manager, 2A State Volleyball Assistant Manager, Clock Hour Committee, and 
Coaches Continuing Education.  

He graduated from Pacific Lutheran University with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Communication degree, an emphasis in Public Relations, and a minor in Sports 
Management.  Aaron competed as a four-year varsity Division III pitcher for the Lutes, 
where he led the nation in saves and set school records.  He also recently served his alma 
mater as an assistant baseball coach for three years, where he coached outfielders and 
pitching.  Now, you will find him coaching his children’s youth sports.

Aaron is now starting to re-create the TAC’s School Connector Committee, where the goal is to increase 
awareness of the purpose and events of the TAC with schools in Pierce County by increasing participation 
in the Athlete of the Year events and scholarships.  He is looking for guiding hands and volunteers from the 
TAC membership, who would like to help in the student-athlete driven mission to connect a TAC member 
with school representative to keep them informed of the TAC’s benefits and opportunities for student-
athletes.  What school can you help with?  Please contact the committee for more details and thank you for 
your consideration.



TAC Committee Reports
Thank you to the following committees for their great work:  Membership; Athlete of 
the Year (AOY); Tribute to Champions; Golden Gloves; Doug McArthur Celebrity Golf 

Tournament; School Connector and the Grants Committees

Tacoma Athletic Commission

P.O. Box 11304

Tacoma, WA 98411

Website: https://www.tacomaathletic.com

Contact TAC: billwhitetac1943@gmail.com

Dedciated to Sports and Civic Betterment 

 Willie Stewart reported that the AOY Committee met in January to discuss possible ways to 
recognize and celebrate amateur athletes. The hope is that both high schools and colleges will 
soon begin playing games. High schools began practicing on February 1 and UPS and PLU 
begin playing games towards the end of February. 

The School Connector Committee (new committee) met on Wednesday to begin planning how 
to connect TAC members with individual schools. The goal is for a TAC member to make 
contact with a school’s AD, coach, and/or Sports Boosters to keep them informed on what’s 
happening with the TAC and to keep them up-to-date on the Athlete of the Year and other 
programs sponsored by the Commission. 

Greg Plancich, Committee Chair report no updates on the Golden Gloves. The Committee 
awaits the decision from the USA Box and States to allow boxing competition to begin again. 

Tickets Still Available for the May 10, 2021 
Event



JOHN WOHN—A VOLUNTEER FOR ALL AGES

by Marc Blau

If they ever establish a National Volunteer Hall of Fame, 
John Wohn should be a shoe-in for the amount of time he 
donates to so many groups. Well, actually he should 
probably be arrested for making the rest of us look meek 
compared to his endless energy…and he is still going 
strong now at the tender age of 87.

John has been an active volleyball official and line judge since 
1988, but after 32 years he recently decided to hang up his 
whistle. During that time, he has served as Secretary, Treasurer 
and Administrative Assistant for the Tacoma-Pierce County 
Volleyball Officials Board.  Upon retirement, he immediately 
agreed to stick around and help register officials, maintain the 
roster and take care of a myriad of other responsibilities just 
because he enjoys the camaraderie and…he likes to keep busy—

What else did he do for the organization? The laundry list includes training new officials and 
scorers, updating notebooks, distributing rulebooks, arranging announcements for referees on 
the college job referral websites, and being available at the drop of a hat to fill in matches if 
someone was sick or lost. Dependability is his strength. He never cancels matches, never 
questions assignments and always says “yes, what do you need?”

What else does he do to stay out of trouble? Plenty!! He helps organize the annual Stadium 
High School retired teacher’s luncheon, helps with the Tribute to Champions and Distinguished 
Achievement Award functions and is active in helping run the annual Daffodil Badminton 
Tournament. In the past, he ran the shot clock for UPS basketball games for over 15 years, took 
tickets at UPS football games and hosted dinners at home for the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams. Of all these organizations that have benefitted from John’s involvement, the 
one that stands out the most to me is his incredible commitment to the Shanaman Sports 
Museum. Simply put, what he has done for the museum pales in comparison to what anyone   
else has done, and I am dead serious. 

John and Jackie were the original volunteers who first started learning how to categorize and properly 

mark memorabilia as it arrived two years before we ever opened to the public. And, he kept a record of 

every object that was donated. When the museum opened in October of 1994, there was John at the front 

door to welcome everyone. He singlehandedly took on the responsibility of recruiting and training 

volunteers to ensure that the museum would be open to the public. It was commonplace for John 



In the upcoming weeks, the Executive Committee will be discussing a 
ClubRunner a software program that would better support the 
organization of the TAC. Also, a discussions of new  committees will 
occur, and how to celebrate local athletes during the pandemic. 

to spend 8-10 hours managing the museum when the high school football, basketball and 
wrestling state championships were held at the Tacoma Dome. If light bulbs went out in the 
display cases, he took care of it. When Dome Security called at 3:00am to say that the 
security alarm had gone off, he was off to take care of it. With his trusty hand counter, he 
maintained attendance records for every year of operation at the Dome. 

John still maintains a membership list of about 2000 people that have attended banquets or 
have been honored. He and Jackie have handled all aspects of well over 50 bulk mailings and 
most recently scanned over 400 biographical profiles of local athletes for the museum. Besides 
sending out newsletters to Sports Museum members, he is now in the midst of scanning over 
200 sports program that will be added to the museum’s Old School Programs section shortly. 
 
A US Navy Veteran, (which he refers to as his biggest and best volunteer gig,) a 10-gallon 
blood donor, a Past President of the University of Puget Sound’s Logger Club, the 2003 TAC 
President’s Award recipient, and perhaps, most fittingly of all, the 2006 City of Destiny 
Award winner for “Adult Sustained Service”, are testaments to his most remarkable 
achievements. That is about as close to Volunteer immortality as one can get. 

A common thread in all of his volunteer work is that Jackie is often right by John’s side. She 
comes by it honestly as she is a voracious volunteer for many of her own pet projects. 

John’s dedicated volunteerism is incredible, and we are all the beneficiaries of his humility 
and generosity of time that has contributed to the quality of life in Tacoma-Pierce County.

Thank You John and Jackie for making a difference in our community. 

NWAC Announces Updated Return-To-Play Plan
Last week the Northwest Athletic Conference (NWAC) Executive Board agreed that all sports 
(excluding Cross Country) scheduled to begin winter term will resume competition March 1, 
2021. The resumption of competition is dependent on the decision of each member college to 
participate and on the approval of state and local health authorities.  The start date for Cross 
Country is February 13, 2021. All competition will end no later than June 15, 2021.   All NWAC 
Championship contests are canceled. Competition schedules will be determined regionally by 
the participating colleges. Beginning January 2, NWAC Return to Play phased protocols will 
commence.  Opportunities for team activities, practice, training, region competition and 
regionalized playoff/championship contests will be determined and defined by each region 
(member institutions), with the approval of each member college president. 



Article Shared by Marc Blau

Many of us TAC members knew Bruce Orness quite well from his involvement in 
basketball and other sports at  UPS, Franklin Pierce HS and Rogers HS.. He was a class 
guy. Bruce passed away in 2017 at the age of 72 but his son, Scott, has had quite a 
successful coaching career. This article talks about Scott and the close relationship he 
and his Dad enjoyed. I think you will enjoy it. Photo is of Bruce in the middle. 
 
 By Andy Buhler, Scorebook Live (1/29/2021)
 
Scott Orness looks back a little differently now on his decision to attend and play basketball at Rogers High 
School in Puyallup in the 90s. His father, Bruce Orness, was then the longtime coach at Franklin Pierce and 
prodded him to come play for him. 
 
But Scott decided to go to his home boundary school and play with his friends instead. So his dad stepped 
down from his job at Franklin Pierce in order to afford the time to watch his son’s high school basketball 
career.
“He would have never been able to see me play … and I didn’t realize how big of a deal that was at the time,” 
Orness said.
Memories like those come to mind when Scott reflects on a basketball career — both as a player and a coach 
— that in many years was navigated in lock-step with his dad, the man who helped him fall in love with the 
sport and follow through on a desire to coach it. 
And he has a pretty good idea of what Bruce would think about his son being awarded the NFHS’s Northwest 
Section Boys Basketball Coach of the Year for the 2019-20 season after coaching North Kitsap to a 2A state 
championship, an honor he received last week.
 
Orness was nominated by the Washington Interscholastic Basketball Coaches Association for the award, which 
spans six states — Alaska, Idaho Montana, Oregon, Washington and Wyoming.
His dad would be proud, he said, but preach the importance of humility. 

He would just be like, ‘Hey, remember, the reason 
you got this award is because it takes a lot of 
pieces,'” Orness said before crediting his current NK 
assistants Josh Perkins and Steve Kirk. “And that’s 
what I really do believe.”

Bruce Orness died in 2017 at age 72. He gave 
Scott, a wide-eyed 22-year-old recent graduate 
of Western Washington, his first coaching job 
as an assistant on his staff at Franklin Pierce. 
Scott went on to be an assistant at Puyallup 
under John Wetterauer for one season before 
he was hired as Bainbridge’s head coach at 
age 26 in 2001.

https://scorebooklive.com/schools/30083-rogers
https://scorebooklive.com/schools/30083-rogers
https://scorebooklive.com/washington/2020/03/08/north-kitsap-wins-wiaa-1a-boys-basketball-state-championship-in-first-try-edging-clarkston/
https://scorebooklive.com/washington/2020/03/08/north-kitsap-wins-wiaa-1a-boys-basketball-state-championship-in-first-try-edging-clarkston/


As coaches, Scott and Bruce bonded over a shared understanding of the power and responsibility high 
school coaches hold to be more than just a coach to their players.
“These kids come in at 14 years old, they’re going to leave as young men and what a great opportunity to 
have an impact on their lives as young men,” Scott said. “Truth be told, we’re probably going to have more 
time with them than even their parents at times.”
Scott left Bainbridge to take the head job at North Kitsap in 2015. Since then, he’s built a 108-28 record 
and won the Olympic League four of the five years. He deflects by crediting stability of North Kitsap to the 
work ethics of the players who have come through his program, and his support staff. Much of that 
infrastructure, like the youth program “Drive” he started in Poulsbo and Kingston, Orness built himself.
“All the pieces it takes to have a successful program,” he said, “I mean, it’s overwhelming. There’s a 
reason why coaches don’t last very long, you know, it’s a lot of work. And I’m so lucky with my staff right 
now … I’ve got the guys that want to do all the open gyms and put all the extra time in that we don’t get 
paid for. And that’s hard to come by.”
Much of that started at Bainbridge, where Scott built a 147-117 record in 12 seasons. He even took the 
Spartans, led by Steven Gray, who went on to star at Gonzaga, to the 3A state title game in 2007, where 
they lost to O’Dea. Bruce was on the bench as a volunteer assistant for Bainbridge that season, his last. 
Scott had returned the favor, bringing onto his staff his greatest mentor in the sport, and a great role model 
in life.

“It’s like I died and went to heaven,” Bruce told The Seattle Times in 2007 about being a part of his son’s 
staff.

WIBCA president Nalin Sood said a small committee within the association’s board, which is made up of 
current and retired high school boys basketball coaches around the state, submits a nominee for the 
award each year. Orness was selected as the nominee from the six state champion coaches in October. 
Sood couldn’t immediately remember the last time a coach from Washington had won the award.
“You look at the state championship, which is quite an accomplishment, but his coaching history,” Sood 
said. 

“In some ways you can say Scott has taken programs to another level, and (done so) in the shoes of 
accomplished coaches.”

Entering Scott’s senior year of high school, then-Rogers coach Ron Iverson asked Bruce Orness to come 
on as a volunteer assistant. Bruce had been away from coaching for three years to watch his son’s career 
from the stands. Now, he’d get to see it up close.

“It was a magical year,” Scott said, “and it really formed a great bond between me and my dad really 
enjoying the game together.”
Though his dad is gone, Scott thinks about him all the time. He doesn’t have to look hard to see the impact 
his father made.

His son, Cade Orness, is a well-regarded freshman at North Kitsap. He’ll suit up for his dad this year, if a 
high school season takes place. As they wait for the green light to resume official basketball activities, 
Scott eagerly awaits an opportunity to see the father-son, coach-player relationship from the vantage his 
father once did.

Cade wants to follow their lead. “His hope is to coach at the college level,” Scott said

https://www.seattletimes.com/sports/3a-boys-notebook-hudsons-bay-hurler-leads-2-sport-stars/?no_redirect=true


What’s New!!!
In the 60’s, TAC directors wore white sport coats with a TAC logo on them.
In the early 80s they wore red and blue ones with the crest on the left pocket.
See the attached photos. The first four are the jackets recently donated to the Sports 
Museum courtesy of Gina Irwin, the niece of Morley Brotman, a TAC President in 
1959. Can you identify anyone in the group photos?
 
Morley was a partner with Stan Naccarato in the Stanley’s Shoe business and as a 
result he helped sponsor the Shoemen baseball team that won the National 
Championship in 1956 with Doug McArthur at the help. This is one of the only jackets 
complete with the left chest logo. It, too, will be displayed in the museum.
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Over the past months, I have been searching for past articles on TAC members to 
share. I found a great article on TAC member Ron Crowe in the P-I. Where are they 
Now?

Where Are They Now? Ron Crowe, Puyallup basketball legend?

DAN RALEY, P-I REPORTER

The basketball hoop went up in the driveway as soon as the Crowe family moved to Puyallup. World War 
II had just ended, and there weren't many like it in town.

Ron Crowe was 7, his brother Dick 5, when their father, Ron Sr., a banker, crafted the square 
backboard and attached it to a couple of poles on the right side of the house at 407 8th Ave. N.E., and 
encouraged his boys to use it. He had an ulterior motive. He considered it a future investment.

"He walked in the house and told my mother, 'I think I just nailed down two college scholarships,' " 
Ron Crowe said.

Kids started to gravitate to the hoop, making it a local hangout. The lawn was chewed up, but no one 
cared. There was so much basketball activity, Crowe's father put up a second backboard and rim 20 
feet from the first.

Ron Crowe spent hours on his private court, perfecting a jump shot. He stayed out there firing away 
until 2 and 3 a.m. after Puyallup High School coach Dean Nicholson asked one of his friends, the 
late Wayne Dalesky, who became the Foss coach, to stay after school for pick-up games, but not him.

"I don't know if he did that to motivate me or not," he said of Nicholson, later the Central Washington 
coach.

Crowe joined Puyallup's high-powered varsity as a junior and senior, playing in the state tournament 
each year at Edmundson Pavilion. He used that backyard jumper to lead the Vikings in scoring in his 
final season in 1955-56, averaging 17.3 points per game.

Puyallup was one of the favorites to win state in Crowe's senior year, but lost a close one to Richland 
before posting blowout victories over Moses Lake, Blaine and Kent-Meridian to finish fifth. If 
only Dave Filkins, the Vikings' 6-foot-8 senior center, hadn't come down with the flu before the 
opener.

Crowe, however, made his father look good with that hoop installation. Washington offered a 
scholarship. Two years later, his brother Dick received one from Puget Sound. Dad was 2-for-2.
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A 6-2 forward, Crowe played freshman ball for the Huskies and was the sixth man on the 
varsity as a sophomore. As a junior, however, his playing time diminished.

For the 1958-59 season, all UW hopes were pinned on the towering, hook-shooting front 
line of Bruno Boin, Earle Irvine and Doug Smart. Boin had returned after a year off, 
redshirting while all of the school's athletic teams were penalized for a football scandal, 
hoping to win a league championship in this manner. The '59 team was considered a 
contender and nationally ranked, but didn't mesh and struggled early as Crowe mostly 
watched.

Trailing UCLA by nine at halftime, Crowe was inserted, hit some jumpers and provided 
eight points to back Smart's 35-point outburst and was credited with a key role in a 68-63 
victory over John Wooden's team. Crowe's UW breakthrough didn't last long.

"I thought, 'Finally, I got through this thing,' " he recalled of his benchwarmer status. 
"The next day, I was down with the scrubs again. I kind of knew I was only going to be a 
spot player after that."

Crowe transferred to Western Washington for his senior year, one of five former Huskies 
to end up on the Bellingham team at the same time, joining Terry Clayton, Jim Greer, Gary 
Mose and Ed Vadset. The Puyallup kid was a Viking again.

It was a good move all around. Crowe averaged 20.3 ppg for a 19-8 team, setting Western 
and Evergreen Conference scoring records while leading the Vikings into the NAIA 
tournament for the first time. He received All-America honorable mention from The 
Associated Press. He met his wife, Vanessa, who was a Western cheerleader. He even 
played against Puget Sound and was guarded by his brother.

Crowe had the briefest of pro basketball careers. He tried out for the original ABA's 
Hawaii Chiefs and was cut. Hanging around the islands a little longer, he watched the San 
Francisco Saints show up for a week-long series with only eight players, have two get 
injured and was told to suit up just in case by coach Al Brightman, formerly of Seattle U. 
He didn't have a contract. He didn't get paid anything. He was summoned onto the floor at 
the end of a blowout loss when the Saints were down to four available bodies. "I played 
two minutes and clanked on a long jumper that wasn't close," he recalled. "Brightman says, 
'Guess what? I'm buying your drinks.' "
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Crowe, the father of two grown daughters, has owned a Puyallup insurance 
agency for 36 years. He served three terms as Puyallup mayor and 12 
years as a city councilman.

He also lives a block-and-a-half from his childhood home. 

His dad's backyard baskets, if anyone was wondering, were removed long 

TNT Article: Recruiting during pandemic forces college football programs 
to get creative

Zoom calls, FaceTime calls, virtual campus visits. For colleges recruiting high school football players in 
the class of 2021, everything was different this time around.

The coronavirus pandemic put a halt to most on-campus visit opportunities for players. Coaches were 
limited in their ability to fly to different parts of the country and evaluate players in-person. 
Everything went virtual.

“It was weird,” said Marshall Cherrington, director of recruiting strategy for the USC football 
program. He previously held the same position at Cal, before moving to USC, his alma mater, in January 
of this year. “We had to totally shift the whole recruiting cycle, really. At first, we didn’t know how 
long it was going to last. We thought, maybe a couple months. As it kept going and getting worse, we had 
to call an audible on things.”

Schools quickly looked at how they could take the entire recruiting experience virtual. 

At Cal, Cherrington and the Bears’ football program contracted with a company called Skyview 
Interactive, which sent the school a 360-degree camera. They went around all the school’s athletic 
facilities, taking photos with the camera. It took about two weeks to piece all the photos together and 
create a virtual online tour of the campus for recruits.

“You’re able to create a total 360-degree experience online, where the recruit has great context to 
where things are,” Cherrington said. “We’re able to also put in videos and graphics throughout the tour 
to make it feel more natural.”

Cherrington’s role is to help form the narrative that his school is pitching to recruits. He keeps in 
contact with recruits and their families, checks with coaches and teachers to make sure recruits are in 
good standing academically and in their communities, and oversees the branding and marketing of the 
school’s football program. That includes monitoring what the program is putting out on the creative 
side, sending recruits graphics that they can share on Twitter and Instagram.

https://247sports.com/Article/USC-Trojans-Marshall-Cherrington-Cal-Bears--158832654/%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank


He said recruiting folks had to get creative this year, finding numerous channels to connect with 
recruits.

“At first, we were playing Xbox and Playstation with (recruits),” he said. “I was back to my high school 
days, on Call of Duty a couple hours a night just to connect with recruits and talk with them. I 
emphasized to our coaches, ‘Get your face in front on them. Get on FaceTime, get on Zoom.’ That’s 
what they see when they come to campus. You’re just able to connect better.”

That strategy became the norm for college football programs across the Pac-12 and the country. For 
players on the West Coast who didn’t have the opportunity to play high school football last fall, it’s 
made the process even more challenging.

“It’s been hard,” said Union receiver Tobias Merriweather, one of Washington’s top recruits in the 
2022 class. “A lot of schools from the Midwest, the South and the East Coast, they want me to come 
to the school. They want to come watch me. It’s hard for them to offer a guy from the west who they 
haven’t seen in-person. We do a lot of virtual visits, phone calls, a lot of Zoom. It’s been different.”

It’s also put a strain on college football coaches, who are trying to evaluate players from the west 
coast who were on their radars. While the region’s elite recruits have their pick of schools, it’s the 
next tier of players who have suffered.

“With the Northwest kids, there’s never been more reliance on your own gut instincts,” said Brandon 
Huffman, national recruiting director for 247sports.com. “Coaches are saying, ‘Their junior film is 
good. I like what I see. Let’s see what their senior year looks like.’ Some of the kids, March is the last 
time they saw that. You don’t know if they’ve improved, gotten better.”

Cherrington said he’s certain there were some potential late bloomers that didn’t get a chance. In the 
recruiting world, once one Power Five offer comes, it often snowballs, with piggy-back offers from 
other schools coming in immediately afterward.

“I think there’s a big group of guys who were hurt by that,” he said. “Sleepers are unveiled on the 
road. You’ll see a coach go into a school to see someone, and then you’ll see an offer pop up to a kid 
that had no offers. Then you go back and check on that kid, and he has like 10 offers. Being able to 
see the kids in person is critical to the process.”

It led some schools to sign smaller classes and look to the transfer market to round out their classes, 
rather than take a chance on an unproven high school player with no senior film. And those who would 
have made a late jump as seniors are left without Division I offers. “The majority of schools have 
moved onto 2022 classes,” Huffman said. “There’s going to be a lot of guys who would’ve been FCS 
signings, maybe late Pac-12 guys, who will end up at D-II and D-III schools. Coaches were so paranoid, 
they’d rather go to the transfer portal than take a chance. With a college kid, at least he was good 
enough to sign with a school. They’ll take that route.”

https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article248751490.html%22%20%5Ct%20%22_blank
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TNT Article: After over 400 days, football 
practice begins in South Sound
It was a crummy, rainy evening in Puyallup on Monday evening. But even the grayest skies couldn’t have 
dampened the mood at Sparks Stadium, where the Puyallup High School football team held its first 
official practice of the 2020-21 school year.

Puyallup’s last football game was Nov. 23, 2019. 436 days later, the Vikings’ returning players finally 
put on their helmets once again.

“It feels great, man,” said a jubilant Dave Iuli, a junior four-star recruit who missed his entire 
sophomore season with a knee injury. “Look at this, this is Viking spirit weather, right here. The rain, 
we love this kind of stuff. It feels great to be back.”

Puyallup was just one of many programs across Pierce and Thurston counties that returned to action 
on Monday. The first day of practice for traditional fall sports was Monday for many schools in the 
area after the counties moved into Phase 2 of Gov. Jay Inslee’s Healthy Washington plan.

Players lined up outside the gates of Sparks Stadium, passing temperature checks before they were 
permitted onto the practice field. Once on the field, players wore masks during practice, like they’ll 
have to do in games, once the season begins. There was a hand sanitizing station near the bleachers.

The energy from the players and coaches on the field was palpable, the byproduct of over a year of 
pent up energy and wondering if this day would ever come. Sports are an integral part of the fabric of 
American society, marking the passing of seasons and bringing communities together. A chance to 
compete together, to bond together, to make memories together. 

It’s worth wondering if collectively, people had taken high school sports for granted before the 
pandemic. At Puyallup’s football practice on Monday, there was a sense of joy that came from simply 
being on the field together, next to friends. Especially for the seniors on the team.

“We don’t care about having to take all the precautions, we don’t care about any of that,” said senior 
quarterback Luke Holcomb. “We’re just blessed to have a senior year, be able to play six or seven 
games. We’re just blessed to have the opportunity.”

Puyallup begins its season with a jamboree game against Bellarmine on Feb. 13. The Vikings open their 
season with a road game against Bethel on Feb. 19. There will be no state tournament. If there is a 
postseason, it will be brief. There could be covid interruptions or cancellations. But if it’s a league-only 
season and a chance to play for a championship in the Class 4A South Puget Sound League, Puyallup’s 
players and coaching staff will happily take it.



“We’re all at the point where we just want to play football,” said Puyallup coach Gary Jeffers. “All the 
other dressings of the season, we might have to do without this year.”

Puyallup, along with many schools around the South Sound, have been holding conditioning sessions 
since the fall for their athletes in small groups, outdoors. But after so long away from organized 
football, it’s worth wondering how long it will take for teams to get up to speed not only from a 
fitness standpoint, but schematically, as well. 

“Hopefully, we’re ready to go by Feb. 19, when we play Bethel,” Jeffers said. “We’re fortunate we’re 
returning a fairly veteran group on offense. I think the learning should be fairly minimal. They’ve all 
played before. So that will certainly help us.”

Holcomb isn’t sure what the season will look like, how smoothly it will go. But he said the expectation 
is the same, whether it’s in the midst of a pandemic or not.

“We just want to win every single game that we have,” he said. “We’re coming with that mindset, no 
matter how many games we get, we want to win them all.”

Iuli is particularly antsy to get back onto the field and play in live games, after missing his sophomore 
year, and a chance to play a fall football season. He’s nearly headed into his senior year, now, and 
hasn’t played football since he was a freshman.

“Missing sophomore season was a big letdown and last year, missing a (fall) season,” he said. “But it 
just gave me more time to prepare and come back stronger. I feel like being gone for two and a half 
years from the sport that I love makes me even hungrier. And it even makes my brothers even 
hungrier. I’m definitely going to go out there, first game, second game, any game. I’m going to go out 
there and put on a show.”

All that time, he said he always kept the faith. And now, high school football is back.

“Being gone from the field, I never lost hope,” he said. “It’s God’s plan. It’s just a blessing and an 
opportunity to be out here.”
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