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Twenty members of the TAC and their guest joined the Zoom 
Meeting on Thursday, March 11, 2021. After a brief introduction 
from President Jim Merritt, Aaron Roetcisoender from the 
WIAA  and the Chair of the Sports Connector Committee led us 
in the pledge of allegiance.  After a few short sports stories 
from Jay Stricherz and Bob Young, Marc Blau introduced Eric 
Nusbaum to speak. Eric enlightened members for 30 minutes 
with stories about his Book Stealing Home. 

President Jim Merritt opened the meeting at noon with a 
warm greeting to members about the beautiful spring-like 
weather outside. After Aaron Roetcisoender led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, Jim asked the past presidents to introduce 
themselves to the members. Next, Jim asked for a moment 
of silence for three long-time sports icons in the Tacoma 
area. The three were Jack Stonestreet, Spud Hansen, and 
Kris Brannon, the Sonic Guy. Marc Blau introduced Bruce 
Osborne, who has become a member of the TAC. Bruce has 
officiated wrestling for 55 years. For eight years, he was the 
head official for the Mat Classic. He has refereed in 38 
regional tournaments. In 2013 he was recognized as a 
Connelly Law Office for excellence in officiating. Jim gave 
kudos Joe Kaiser for putting in a grant from Disney for the 
TAC. The TAC might get a little recognition from Disney. 
 



Next  TAC  Regular Meeting is on Thursday, April  8, 2021 @ Noon

Marc Blau secured Megan Blunk to Speak

Both Jay Stricherz and Bob Young shared a sports memory of Jack Stonestreet. Jay said that Jack refereed more 
football, basketball, baseball, and softball games than anyone. Once Jack officiated a basketball game with Jay's 
brother Mark. After the basketball game, they stopped off at the local 7/11 to buy a beverage. Mark was driving a 
white station wagon. Jack goes to purchase the drinks and doesn't come out. Mark waits. Jack doesn't come out. Jack 
doesn't come out. Mark finally goes in to get Jack. He can't find him. He notices a guy looking out the door with one-
half of a case of beer under his arm. Suddenly, a white station wagon pulls up, and Jack gets out of the car. Jack 
came out and saw the white station wagon sitting there. He gets in, opens the beer, and hands it to the driver.
 About four miles down the road, Jack realized that the driver was not Mark. According to Jay, this was classic Jack. 
Bob Young refereed football and basketball games for years with Jack. Jack was the head referee at the Thanksgiving 
day game between Aberdeen and Hoquiam. They got to the locker room to change, and Jack realized that he had 
forgotten his white refereeing pants. Bob had a second pair of white pants. Jack said, "Bobby, I love you," He gave 
Bob and a big hug. Bob's pants were three sizes too small. All of the referees had to force the pants on Jack. He 
couldn't button the top button. He looked pretty stuffed in the pants that day. Phil Carter told a story about hanging 
out at a game with Jay Stricherz at Notre Dame. Jay was officiating the game, and Phil had the great fortune to 
spend time with Jay and the officiating crew. Phil said the best thing about the whole day was that Notre Dame 
won. 

Committee Reports

AOY

Willie Stewart reported that there are several outstanding girls' soccer teams in the South Sound. They are Puyallup, 
Gig Harbor, and Sumner. In volleyball, Annie Wright, Puyallup, Washington, Steilacoom, Wilson, and Graham 
Kapowsin are doing well. In football, the two top teams are Puyallup and Graham-Kapowsin. UPS has completed 
their season with a 2 & 2 record in college football, and PLU is currently 0 – 3. Willie has attended a few football 
games by standing outside the fence. With no fans in the stands, he was standing with many people trying to watch 
the games. He reported it would be safe to have some fans in the stands rather than be huddled together outside 
looking in at the game. Jay commented on the progress made with TV Tacoma and the production of the Tom Names 
Salute to Sports. The plan is to record the scholarship winners and the AOY winners in the same manner as we did 
last year. Jay stated, "We want to recognize our outstanding student-athletes to the best of our ability. 

Golf

Mark Mininger reported about the golf tournament. With the pandemic, there are concerns about having the 
tournament. Kevin and Mark spoke with the Executive Committee. If there is a tournament, it will need to be 
different than in the past. The golf event would have holes sponsored for prizes, but no celebrities or spectators 
would be allowed under the current plan. Golfers would be assigned a time to play, receive a box lunch, and maybe 
have an opportunity to participate in a silent auction before or after playing. Kevin and Mark will be talking with 
Jack Connelly shortly to discuss possibilities. The goal is to play golf, have fun, and raise money for the youth sports 
fund. Before too much effort is put into organizing a golf event, Kevin and Mark plan to send something out to 
members to see how many people are interested in playing the Golf Classic. Currently, there is no date for the 
tournament. It will be on a Monday in July if it occurs. 



More Minutes

School Connect Committee

Aaron Roetcisoender reported that as the Chair of the Sports Connector Committee, he is putting 
together a form that members could use to gather information from schools. If anyone is interested 
in getting involved, please let Bill or Jim know. Your commitment would be a link to a school of your 
choice. 

Tribute to Champions

The Tribute to Champions has been postponed for the third time. After taking a survey of all the 
honorees, the Committee decided to move the event to Monday, August 23, 2021. Chris and Mike 
Egan were slated to be our emcees. Chris will be in Tokyo covering the Summer Olympics. Art Thiel 
and Mike “The Gasman” Gastineau will be the emcees. If the event needs to be done with social 
distancing, no decision has been made on the format.

Action Items that will need a membership vote

Jim discussed two action items that will require a vote following the TAC By-Laws. Bill White is 
retiring at the end of June. The Executive Committee plans to use Opti staffing to find a 
replacement for the Executive Director's position. The cost would be 15% of the first year's salary, 
around $1800.00. Soon, an email will be sent to the membership to explain in more detail the 
process of replacing the Executive Director and asking for a vote to spend the funds to retain the 
Opti Staffing Group. The goal is to have Bill's replacement in place by May 1, 2021, so there could 
be a month of training and transition for the new hire. Jim Merritt, Jay Stricherz, and Mark 
Mininger are committee members. If you are interested in serving on the Search Committee, please 
let Jim Know. If you have a candidate for the position, please let the Committee know. Phil Carter 
asked the salary was enough to find a suitable replacement. Jay Stricherz explained the 
compensation has been the same for the past 25 years and that the organization does not have the 
financial means to increase the position's salary. Mark Mininger suggested that we wait a week 
before moving forward with Opti to see if we can get lucky and find someone. Time is of the essence 
and finding a replacement is the highest priority of the Executive Committee. 

A second item deals with Clubrunner. Clubrunner is a software database the Executive Committee is 
exploring to bring the TAC's website, newsletter, committees, updates, and member directory under 
one umbrella. The goal is to streamline the work of the Executive Director. More detailed 
information will be coming shortly. The Executive Committee hopes to secure a funding grant, but a 
vote will need to occur for the Committee to move forward to spend the funds.

 Look for emails in the near future on a variety of topics 
that requires members to vote.



Eric Nusbaum

Eric Nusbaum, the guest speaker for March, was introduced by Marc Blau. Eric grew 
up in Los Angles. He has lived in Mexico City, Seattle, and Tacoma. Eric is married to 
Janell Frano, the granddaughter of Clay Huntington. Here is a review of Eric's book. 

Eric Nusbaum wrote a book about how Dodger Stadium came to be situated at Chavez 
Ravine and the lives of those affected by decade's worth of decisions in Los Angeles.
Stealing Home: Los Angeles, the Dodgers, and the Lives Caught in Between is a 
treasure trove of city politics, baseball history, community building, and how it took 
a series of events over several years for the ballpark even to exist.

"It's almost hard to grasp, even for me after writing the thing, how broad and how 
all-encompassing the failure was that led to Dodger Stadium," Nusbaum told True 
Blue LA last week. Nusbaum artfully navigates between stories of Abrana Aréchiga, a 
Mexican immigrant whose family found their way to Los Angeles in 1922; Frank 
Wilkinson, a central figure in the housing authority that sought to build public 
housing in Chavez Ravine; and Walter O'Malley, who was looking for alternatives as 
his efforts to build a new stadium in Brooklyn were rebuffed.

Though pitted against one another in the fight for public housing that predated the 
Dodgers moving west, Wilkinson and Aréchiga were similar in some ways.
"They came from opposite places in society. Frank had every privilege, and Abrana 
had none, but I would say they were both extremely determined people," Nusbaum 
explained. "They were both completely fighters for what they believed in."

These are the book's main characters, but there are several others mixed into its 76 
chapters. "I felt the story needed to be sprawling and sweeping to resonate and make 
sense," Nusbaum said. "It was important to me that I captured the intimate lives and 
raw pain, to the extent that I could, of the people who were experiencing this.

"One of the problems with how the story has been told in the past, and that 
frustrated me was the lack of context. It was always sort of incomplete and felt 
condensed. … I wanted to give a sense of how these lives fit into the bigger forces at 
work, and how they were swept along, and what happened when they tried to swim 
against the tide."

Guest

Marc Blau introduced Bruce Osborne who has refereed Wrestling for 55 years. 



More Nusbaum

May 8, 1959: Aurora "Lola" Vargas, daughter of Abrana Aréchiga, is physically dragged out of 
the Home at 1771 Malvina Avenue, which is now part of the parking lot well beyond left field 
Dodger Stadium, near what is now Academy Road. Photo by Los Angeles Examiner/USC 
Libraries/Corbis via Getty Images

The Aréchiga family was evicted from their Home in Palo Verde's community on May 8, 1959. 
You might have seen various photos of this over the years, most notably Abrana's daughter 
Aurora being physically dragged down the steps by multiple officers. These are the 
unforgettable images of a family displaced for the sake of building a ballpark, but Nusbaum's 
book does a great job in showing how things aren't that simple. The seeds of this book were 
planted when Nusbaum was a junior at Culver City High School in 2003 when Wilkinson was a 
guest speaker in his class and said, "Dodger Stadium should not exist."

For Nusbaum, who grew up a Dodgers fan, this rocked his world. "My wife tells me I talked 
about writing this book to her when we were in college when I was 19 or 20," Nusbaum said. "I 
don't think I thought about it intellectually that much, but I felt a strong connection and was 
drawn to the story."

This book is a quick read. I got through the 300 pages less than 24 hours after I started, 
thanks to Nusbaum keeping things interesting by interweaving everything together so 
seamlessly.

Dodger Stadium's origin story doesn't have a binary good vs. evil arc. Stealing Home does a 
great job explaining just how complex the process was and paints a compelling picture of Los 
Angeles's history.
 
Chavez Ravine before Dodger Stadium was made up of the communities of Palo Verde, La 
Loma, and Bishop, which were often ignored and marginalized, but thanks to Nusbaum's book, 
they will not be forgotten.

Eric's passion and enthusiasm for the subject were evident. He talked about the Dodgers' 
decision to leave Brooklyn and move to California. Dodger owner Walter O'Malley sought a 
new single-use stadium in Brooklyn, but when it became apparent that would not happen, 
O'Malley was lured by the city of Los Angles to move west. O'Malley knew he couldn't do it 
alone and convinced the New York Giants' owner to move as well. That move enabled the 
Tacoma team to be connected with the Giant organization in the early 1960s. 

Eric explained that the neighborhood where Dodger Stadium was constructed was not the 
original use of the land. In 1948, Los Angles' city took the land through eminent domain to put 
up public housing projects. When the Red scare and local politics got in the way, in 1952, this 
land was vacant since everyone living in those neighborhoods had been evicted for nothing. In 
1958 the land was ceded to the Dodger organization. O'Malley wanted to build his stadium. 
The question became whether this land was taken for public use to house a major league 
baseball stadium. Included in the book are Jackie Robinson, Duke Snider, local politics, and 
other exciting stories surrounding Dodger Stadium's building. 



WHATTA SEASON?
By Doug McArthur  

  
UPS BASKETBALL TEAM – 1976 NCAA CHAMPIONS

Coach Don Zech predicted a national championship before the season began, and the University 
of Puget Sound cagers delivered, winning 13 consecutive games to end the 1976 season.

With 27 wins, most in school history, the Loggers downed the University of Tennessee 
Chattanooga 83-74 for the NCAA Division II Championship at Evansville, Indiana. That was 
March 19, 1976. In the semi-finals UPS tripped defending champion Old Dominion 83-78. 

The Loggers were greeted with cheers of “:Puny Sound” when they took the floor in Evansville 
but there wasn’t anything puny about a UPS lineup which included the 7-foot tournament MVP, 
Curt Peterson, and a starting lineup of 6-8 Brant Gibler, 6-5 Rick Walker, 6-6 Tim Evans, and 
6-5 Rocky Botts.

Enroute to their title, the Puget Sounders played one of the most exciting games in Tacoma 
history at the UPS Fieldhouse. North Dakota was the Logger opponent in a quarter-final NCAA 
matchup and the Fighting Sioux came to play. A full Fieldhouse
erupted when North Dakota’s final shot with two seconds remaining fell off the rim
into the hands of Rick Walker and he was fouled.

Walker made both charity tosses to ice the game, 80-77, and send the Loggers on to
the final four. Earlier UPS had won the West Regional with a 75-65 decision over Bakersfield 
State and a win over Cal Poly, Pomona, 80-65.

Of seven Logger losses, six were to Division I NCAA opponents. With a 22-1 record against 
Division II teams (the Loggers split a series with Central Washington), UPS proved its ability to 
step-up with five victories over Division I teams.     

It was the greatest basketball season in Puget Sound history, and the Loggers were the first West 
Coast team to win the NCAA Division II crown. Every member of the team was inducted into the 
UPS Athletic Hall of Fame.

Article by Doug McArthur that wil be the topic of memories at 
the TAC Evening Meeting on March 18, 2021



The TAC  Executive  Committee  thanks all 
members for their great support of the 

organization during the pandemic. 

Thank you!!!!

“Puny Sound” 
wins 

NCAA 
Championship 
– March 19, 

1976



More McArthur on UPS

 
WHATTA DAY? Day UPS Men’s Basketball Won the NCAA
I’ll never forget the phone call I got in my Evansville hotel room after the championship 
game. It was from Don Duncan, our UPS Physical Education Chairman and Swim Coach. 
“Doug”, he said, “we might have experienced the most significant weekend in the athletic 
history of UPS. Just think about it. We won the national championship of NCAA 
basketball in Indiana and you were there. Meantime, our Dan Seelye set two NCAA 
records in swimming at their national championships in Ohio , in the 100 and 200 meter 
back strokes. His time of 52.594 broke the oldest of the NCAA records for the hundred, 
and his time of 1.55.020 set a new mark in the 200. Best of all, I was there. Oh, Oh, wait a 
minute, there may be something even better than that. In a tournament in Idaho today 
our baseball team downed the Washington State Cougars 9-4. Neither of us could be 
there but, for a couple of old “Cougs” who are now Loggers, it topped off  the wackiest 
sports weekend ever for Puget Sound fans”.

Jack Stonestreet – The Legend  by Dean Haner

The legend about Jack Stonestreet getting into the wrong car happened with Mark 
Stricherz, not Steve Robinson-- here is the corrected story which I
 
have no doubt  about as I confirmed it with Mark himself.  I have been telling my 
inaccurate version of the story for years  as no-one corrected me-- as I remember 
anyway.  

After Jack Stonestreet and Mark Stricherz worked a Gig Harbor High School  Basketball 
game in the early 80’s they drove to a convenience store for some libations and chips. 
 They both went into the store and Jack paid first and left the store and when Mark went 
out, he couldn’t find Jack. He wasn’t in Marks’s car and he was nowhere to be seen. A 
few moments later a car zoomed up with Jack in the passenger seat.  Laughing in 
embarrassment Jack explained that he had gotten into the wrong car and left with that 
driver!  Why the Driver left with him, Mark doesn’t  know?  They had a great laugh 
about the whole crazy situation, and it goes to show the cool demeanor of  the 
legendary Jack Stonestreet!     

Another story I actually witnessed at UPS Fieldhouse for a Basketball game 
between UPS and Portland  State sometime between 1965 and 72  when Marian 
Pericin was the Portland State head Coach and Don Zech was head Coach 
of UPS and Doug McArthur was the UPS AD.  Pericin was a Tacoma boy who coached 
at Bellarmine HS prior to taking over the coaching position at Portland State so everyone 
knew that he was quite a bombastic character but very likable. Let’s just say he called 
them the way he saw them and didn’t spare ANY words to describe his displeasure with 
the officiating or anything else.



Please Volunteer to Support the TAC. The organization needs a first and 
second vice-president. Thank you for considering volunteering for these 

important positions. 

I had worked the JV game and knew this varsity game was going to be a barn burner as 
it was a full house, standing room only so I showered and got to my seat as quickly as I 
could and found a seat in the stands near the top row of lower level the gym directly 
behind the Portland State bench where I could hear and see what was going on at 
the Portland State bench.  These two teams had quite a history of battles and as I 
remember were very good teams who really didn’t like each other very much.  So, the 
first indication that this was going to be a heated battle was that when the Portland State 
team had finished warming up and left to go back into the locker room the gym was 
filling up and many of the UPS fans were scrambling for a seat and started occupying 
seats on the floor level that squeezed into the seating for the Portland State bench area. 
 So,  Coach Marian Pericin hollered up to Doug McArthur who was not only the UPS 
AD but the Radio Play by Play announcer, Get these people off our F---ing bench or I 
will take my team back to the F----ing locker room.  So, the fans were standing on both 
ends of the floor leading to the two team locker rooms.  The place was filled and loud 
and I believe that this was the period of time when the UPS Students came supplied with 
'two by four' blocks of wood that they would clap together which made a deafening 
noise.  

The game was fiercely contested throughout, and Jack Stonestreet and I can’t remember 
who his  Partner was that Officiated this game that was as wild as any I have ever 
remember seeing.  The game was really tight coming down to the last few seconds-- 
during a Time Out, Jack goes over to a guy in  Uniform standing near the very crowded 
doorway of the gym leading to the Officials Locker Room and tells him that if the play at 
the buzzer is on this end of the floor, we the officials, will quickly get off the floor at this 
end, if not we will depart the floor at the other end of the Gym, so we would appreciate 
your help getting us through all these fans—the Guy in the Uniform responds with—I’m 
just the Portland State Bus Driver! 

Jack 
Stonestreet
1931 - 2021



The News Tribune’s Athletes of the Week (March 8-13)

FOOTBALL

Logan Brady, Steilacoom: Sentinels senior finished with a game-high 144 receiving yards and a touchdown on 12 catches in a 
37-27 win over Lincoln. Central Washington signee also tallied an interception in the end zone.

Jalen Davenport, Graham-Kapowsin: Sophomore running back rumbled for 123 yards and two touchdowns on 19 carries in 
a 35-17 win over Puyallup.

Jordan Dwyer, Puyallup: Vikings junior tallied 118 yards and a touchdown on nine catches in a 35-17 loss to Graham-
Kapowsin.

D.J. Fryar, Steilacoom: Sentinels senior, who is an Arizona signee, hauled in four TDs on four catches and finished with 79 
receiving yards in a 37-27 win over Lincoln.

Deonte Hayes, Spanaway Lake: Sentinels senior hauled in six catches for 68 yards, and added a 42-yard interception return 
for a TD and a tackle for loss in a 44-0 shutout of Bonney Lake.

Luke Holcomb, Puyallup: Vikings senior QB finished 25-of-39 passing for 296 yards and a TD in a 35-17 loss to Graham-
Kapowsin.

Sam Huard, Kennedy Catholic: Lancers senior quarterback finished 26-of-35 passing for 495 yards and seven TDs in a 49-14 
win over Tahoma. UW signee is nearing state record for most passing yards in career.

Gabarri Johnson, Lincoln: Abes sophomore QB finished 21-of-49 passing for 330 yards, four TDs and two INT in a 37-27 
loss to Steilacoom.

Caden Jumper, Eatonville: Cruisers senior QB, a UW signee, finished 9-of-12 passing for 203 yards and two TDs, while also 
rushing for 103 yards and three TDs on nine carries in a 66-28 win over Fife.

Job Kralik, Eatonville: Cruisers sophomore tallied four catches for 146 yards and two TDs and added an 88-yard kickoff 
return for a TD in a 66-28 win over Fife.

Julian Mason, Graham-Kapowsin: Eagles junior collected a career-high 204 receiving yards and a touchdown on nine 
catches in a 35-17 win over Puyallup.

Chance McDonald, Steilacoom: Sentinels senior QB, a Western Kentucky signee, finished 22-of-36 for 309 yards, six TDs 
and two INT in a 37-27 win over Lincoln.

LaRon Monroe, Lincoln: Abes senior hauled in five catches for 102 yards and two TDs in a 37-27 loss to Steilacoom.

Joziah Nixon, Lincoln: Abes senior hauled in six catches for 123 yards and a TD in a 37-27 loss to 
Steilacoom.

https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article249788153.html


Braden Robinson, Spanaway Lake: Sentinels senior recorded two interceptions, four tackles and a pass defended in a 44-0 
shutout of Bonney Lake.

Reed Shumpert, Kennedy Catholic: Lancers senior receiver, who is headed to WSU, was Huard’s top target in a 49-14 win over 
Tahoma. Tallied 144 yards and two TDs on seven catches.

Charlie Townsend, Gig Harbor: Tides senior kicker had a 39-yard field goal, was 2-for-2 on PAT attempts and added a 
touchback in a 25-15 win over Rogers.

Joshua Wood, Graham-Kapowsin: Eagles junior QB finished 14-of-24 passing for 263 yards and a touchdown in a 35-17 win 
over Puyallup.

Peyton Wing, Sumner: Spartans junior finished with 207 yards and three TDs on 20 carries in a 52-19 win over Bethel. Added 
12 tackles on defense.

Volleyball, Soccer, and Cross-Country

Pomai Balderson, Steilacoom volleyball: Sentinels senior outside hitter had 14 digs and nine kills in a sweep of Orting and 19 
kills and eight digs in a four-set win over White River.

Paige Broadrick, Peninsula soccer: Seahawks goalkeeper had three PK saves in a shootout win over rival Gig Harbor.

Sawyer Dagan, Steilacoom XC: Sentinels senior ran a personal-best 15:41 against Fife and Washington, which ranks second in 
2A this spring.

Kate Jensen, Wilson volleyball: Rams junior outside hitter had eight aces, seven kills and six digs in a sweep of Mount Tahoma, 
and 12 kills, nine digs and five aces in a sweep of Lakes.

Sophia Sheppard, Puyallup volleyball: Vikings sophomore libero tallied 30 digs (4.28 per set) and passed at 2.7 on a 3.0 scale 
on serve-receive in wins over Emerald Ridge and Graham-Kapowsin. Puyallup remains undefeated.

Pomai Balderson, Steilacoom volleyball: Sentinels senior outside hitter had 14 digs and nine kills in a sweep of Orting and 19 
kills and eight digs in a four-set win over White River.

Paige Broadrick, Peninsula soccer: Seahawks goalkeeper had three PK saves in a shootout win over rival Gig Harbor.

Sawyer Dagan, Steilacoom XC: Sentinels senior ran a personal-best 15:41 against Fife and Washington, which ranks second in 
2A this spring.

Kate Jensen, Wilson volleyball: Rams junior outside hitter had eight aces, seven kills and six digs in a sweep of Mount Tahoma, 
and 12 kills, nine digs and five aces in a sweep of Lakes.

Sophia Sheppard, Puyallup volleyball: Vikings sophomore libero tallied 30 digs (4.28 per set) and passed at 2.7 on a 3.0 scale 
on serve-receive in wins over Emerald Ridge and Graham-Kapowsin. Puyallup remains undefeated.



Week 4: What we learned from high school 
football in South Sound (From TNT)

The fourth week of this pandemic-shortened high school football season in the South Sound 
offered its share of highlights.

Here are five takeaways from the week:

1. HUARD CONTINUED HIS RUN AT THE STATE’S ALL-TIME PASSING RECORD IN 
KENNEDY’S 4A NPSL OPENER

How did Kennedy Catholic wash away the sour taste of a stunning 4A quarterfinal loss to 
Woodinville in 2019?

With a 49-14 rout in its season opener Friday night against Tahoma.

The Lancers ran a trick play they call “Baseball” to open their first offensive series: a double 
reverse with a throw back to five-star quarterback Sam Huard, who then found Reed 
Shumpert for a 46-yard pitch and catch. They found the end zone four plays later on a 6-yard 
toss from Huard to Shumpert, and never looked back.

“I’m really proud of my teammates,” Huard said. “We just put in the hard work the entire 
time, and just took the opportunity to get better. Even though it was a long wait and we had 
to wait a long time watching other states play, we finally got the opportunity, and we were 
really prepared. 

“I think that’s just a reflection on all the hard work and staying committed as a team and 
just staying together through these hard times.”

Huard, a Washington signee, impressed as usual, finishing 26-of-35 passing for 495 yards 
and seven touchdowns. He threw for 341 yards and five scores in the first half alone.

He remains on state record watch, now only 805 yards away from surpassing Shadle Park’s 
Brett Rypien as the state’s all-time passing leader. Rypien, now with the Denver Broncos, 
threw for 13,044 yards in 39 games from 2011-14.

Huard has thrown for 12,240 yards through 33 games, and remains in fourth place on the all-
time list after his season opener, behind DeSales’ Brian Lindgren (12,575 yards), Skyline’s 
Max Browne (12,953) and Rypien.

He is on pace to pass Rypien in Kennedy’s Week 3 meeting with Kentwood.

https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article237705739.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article237705739.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article249788108.html
https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article187252768.html


2. GRAHAM-KAPOWSIN AND PUYALLUP CLASHED IN AN ANNUAL MEETING OF 4A SPSL POWERS

The 4A SPSL title has come down to these two powerhouse programs each of the past three seasons. 
Graham-Kapowsin won an undefeated league title back in 2019, and handed the Vikings their lone league 
loss.

Puyallup ran the table the two seasons before that, winning back-to-back unbeaten crowns while twice 
edging out the Eagles.These two clashed again Thursday night in what may ultimately decide the league 
title for a fourth consecutive season.The result this time? A 35-17 win in favor of the Eagles.

Puyallup built a quick lead with scores on its first two drives — quarterback Luke Holcomb was 4-of-6 for 
119 yards and a touchdown in that span — to make it 10-0.

But, the Eagles then ripped off four touchdowns — including three consecutive to open the second half — 
before the Vikings scored again in the fourth quarter.

A 2-yard touchdown run by Ziere Ford did cut the lead to 28-17 with about five minutes to play, but 
Graham-Kapowsin easily recovered the onside kick attempt, marched down the field again, and Jonas 
Waugh iced the game with a 1-yard scoring run.

Holcomb finished 25-of-39 passing for 296 yards and a 30-yard touchdown pass to Jordan Dwyer, who led 
the Vikings in receiving with 118 yards on nine catches. 

In his third varsity start, Eagles quarterback Joshua Wood finished 14-of-24 passing for 263 yards and a 29-
yard touchdown pass to Julian Mason, who collected 204 receiving yards on nine catches.

Jalen Davenport rumbled for a game-high 123 rushing yards and two touchdowns on 19 carries for the 
Eagles.

“This is what we were looking forward to all season,” Mason said of the win over another perennial 4A 
powerhouse. “During practice, 100% effort, all of the running — it was all for this for sure. I’m just proud 
of my brothers, man. It was awesome.”

Graham-Kapowsin’s run at a second consecutive undefeated league title isn’t secure quite yet, though.

The Eagles still have to run the gauntlet of two more upper-tier teams in the league in the final two weeks. 
Next they host undefeated Peninsula — which joined the 4A SPSL temporarily along with Gig Harbor this 
season — then wrap up their season on the road against an always-tough Sumner program.

3. STEILACOOM PUT THE SOUTH SOUND ON NOTICE WITH A STATEMENT WIN OVER LINCOLN

This rare meeting of two South Sound powers certainly lived up to the billing Friday 
night in Steilacoom.

The Abes are the defending 3A Pierce County League champion and advanced to the 3A 
semifinals last 

https://www.thenewstribune.com/sports/high-school/article249787903.html


The Sentinels swept the 2A SPSL a season ago and played for the 2A state title — also a 
program-best finish.What happened when these two programs finally met? Plenty of 
highlight-reel plays from both high-flying offenses, and an eventual 37-27 statement win for 
the Sentinels, who remain undefeated.

“In this area, the Tacoma area, being the little 2A school, we wanted to come out and 
represent today,” Steilacoom coach Colby Davies said. “This is a statement game to put 
everyone on notice around the area that, ‘Hey. We can play.’ 

“We’re not just 2A runners up. This team can play with anyone and they proved that today. 
It was fun. A lot of fun out there.”

Steilacoom led wire-to-wire after Western Kentucky signee Chance McDonald hooked up 
with Central Washington signee Logan Brady on a 15-yard touchdown pass late in the first 
quarter.

But the Abes, despite special teams woes that led to three Steilacoom touchdowns, stuck 
around until late in the fourth. 

Four-star sophomore quarterback Gabarri Johnson found LaRon Monroe for a 36-yard score 
to cut the lead to 37-27 midway through the fourth, but the Sentinels chewed up more than 
four minutes of clock before turning the ball over on downs, and the Abes ran out of time.

“We were a few plays away I thought,” Lincoln coach Masaki Matsumoto said. “ … We just 
came up short.”

McDonald finished 22-of-39 passing for 314 yards, six touchdowns and two interceptions for 
Steilacoom.Brady was Steilacoom’s top receiver with 144 yards and the one score on 12 
catches, while Arizona signee D.J. Fryar had 79 yards and four touchdowns. Cole Miller 
hauled in the longest touchdown pass of the night at 57 yards.

Johnson finished 21-of-49 passing for 330 yards, four touchdowns and two interceptions, and 
led the Abes in rushing with another 43 yards on 12 carries.

Joziah Nixon led the Abes with 123 receiving yards and a touchdown on six catches, while 
Monroe had 102 yards and a pair of touchdowns on five catches. UW commit Chance Bogan 
also hauled in a touchdown pass.

Lincoln’s Ace Falenofoa and Rajzon Foster both recorded picks for Lincoln. Steilacoom’s Tre 
Horner, an Air Force signee, also logged an interception. Brady’s pick in the end zone stalled 
an Abes red zone drive early in the fourth quarter.

“It’s a huge confidence boost for the team,” Brady said of the win. “Everyone in that locker 
room is really excited, and I think they’re going to bring that on to the next game.”



Puget Sound Sports

WALLA WALLA, Washington – Maiya Pacleb scored for the fourth consecutive game, and Amelia 
Guasco netted her first-career goal to lead the Puget Sound women's soccer team to a 4-0 win at 
Whitman Sunday.

Pacleb scored the game's first goal in the 25th minute off an assist from Ava Cholakian. The 
Loggers took that 1-0 lead into halftime, but Puget Sound erupted in the second half.
 
Guasco's first collegiate goal came just seconds into the second half. Tess Carden scored her 
second goal of the season in the 57th minute, and Kiana Serrao punched in her first goal of the 
year on a penalty kick in the 87th minute. 

The Loggers return home next week to host Whitworth, March 20-21.

TACOMA, Washington – The Puget Sound women's soccer team returns to eastern Washington 
where the Loggers take on Whitman Sunday, March 14, at 11 a.m. in Walla Walla. Due to the 
Blue's limited roster size, the teams will play one game this weekend, instead of two.
Stats | Video | Weekend Program.

Last week Puget Sound played against Whitworth in Spokane, where the Loggers lost twice. One 
of those losses came in overtime.

Despite the recent losses, Maiya Pacleb and Ava Cholakian have been on a tear as of late. In the 
last three games, Pacleb has three goals and two assists. Cholakian has two goals and an assist 
during that stretch, as well.

Cholakian and Pacleb are the Northwest Conference's second-leading scorers with three goals, 
each. That duo, along with Tess Carden, are tied for the NWC lead in assists (2).
Sophomore goalkeeper Chaylea Tome has made a conference-best 18 saves, and she carries a 0.75 
GAA into the weekend.

The Loggers are 2-0 against the Blues this season. Both shutout wins came at home, Feb. 
20-21. Radhika Webster Schultz scored twice that weekend, while Cholakian netted a goal and 
added an assist.

The 0-4 Blues have yet to score a goal this season, and their team GAA is 2.79.

WALLA WALLA, Washington – The Puget Sound men's soccer team put nine shots on goal, but 
none got through as the Loggers lost at Whitman, 2-0, Saturday afternoon.
The Loggers and Blues were locked in a scoreless tie at halftime, but Whitman broke through with 
a goal in the 55th minute. The Blues also capitalized when they were rewarded a penalty kick in 
the 72nd minute.
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Cale Spence fired off five shots for the Loggers, four of which were on frame.
The Loggers also earned twice as corner kicks as Whitman, 10-5.

Puget Sound gets another crack at the Blues Sunday, March 14, at 1:30 p.m.

SPOKANE, Washington – The Puget Sound volleyball team began a three-match weekend at 
Whitworth with a three-set loss Friday night.

The Loggers nearly claimed the first set after a 17-12 deficit. A 4-1 run by the Loggers, aided by a few 
Whitworth errors, allowed Puget Sound to pull within 18-16. A few points later, Alli Reviglio put away 
a kill to make the score 21-20 in favor of the Pirates. From there, however, the Loggers committed a 
couple of errors of their own to allow Whitworth to claim its first set.

Melanie Siacotos led the Loggers in kills with seven, while Jordan Holman and Alli Reviglio each had 
six. Sarah Blumenfeld came away with eight assists and a couple of service aces.

The Loggers and Pirates play each other twice Saturday, March 12. The first match is at 10 a.m., and 
the second is at 5 p.m

PLU

TACOMA, Wash. – The Pacific Lutheran University men's soccer team finally opened the home 
slate this spring and it did not disappoint, dominating the Pirates of Whitworth University 2-0 for 
the squad's fourth-straight victory and third-straight shutout. 
 
"I was happy with our performance today," said PLU Head Coach John Yorke.  "There are always 
areas where we can improve, but I thought this was a very good performance.  Over these last 
couple of weeks we are starting to execute in some areas that we struggled on earlier in the 
season."
 
Archie Caldwell opened the scoring on the afternoon, when he knocked in a loose ball from a Dane 
Helle corner kick.  The first half was very even as PLU attempted eight shots to Whitworth's six.  
Both team's keepers made three saves apiece, while the Pirates had a narrow 5-3 edge in corner 
kicks. 
 
The Lutes (5-2, 5-2 NWC) dominated the second half, blasting 12 shots to Whitworth's three and 
placing five on net to the Pirates' none.  Helle put the game away for the home team in the 
69th minute when he took a pass from Robby Guyer in the front of the net and put it home. 

"There were some great individual performances today that really boosted our overall team 
performance," said Yorke.  "I thought our attacking players were very unselfish today in the 
roles we asked them to be attentive to and really set the tone for our team."
 
At 5-2 in the Northwest Conference, the Lutes are still three points ahead of Whitman College 
and eight points ahead of University of Puget Sound and Whitworth, who are tied third. 
 
With the victory, PLU leads the season series 2-1 and will look to win the series tomorrow 
when the two squads meet for the fourth and final time at 1:30 p.m.
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WALLA WALLA, Wash. - The Pacific Lutheran University volleyball squad extended its winning streak to 
three on Saturday evening, downing Northwest Conference rival Whitman College 3-1 (25-16, 17-25, 25-21, 
25-16) inside the Sherwood Center.

The host Blues (1-7) held an early lead in the opening set but the Lutes (6-4) utilized a 10-2 run to seize a 
14-7 advantage. PLU would play with the lead the rest of the set, scoring five of the final seven points for 
the 25-16 win. The Blues conceded the opening point of the second set before ripping off the next four 
points and six of the next seven. The hosts would maintain the lead the rest of the way to level the match 
with a 25-17 set win.

In the third, PLU trailed 12-7 before ripping off 11 of the next 12 to take an 18-13 lead. That scoring binge 
included Two kills from McKenzie Pfeiffer and three aces off the serve of Halle Hetzler. Whitman 
regrouped and pulled within three before a Hailey Ihakill gave the Lutes the 25-21 set win.

PLU earned separation in the fourth with kills from Baylee Johnson, Breeze Bartle, and Lauren Wilson to 
open up a 16-10 lead. Whitman closed the gap to 17-13 but six straight points from the Lutes pushed the 
advantage to double digits en route to the 25-16 set win to wrap up the match and secure the weekend 
sweep. "We spoke before the match about changing our story," said assistant coach Lina Randall.

"We have been winning the first set and then losing the next two. It was time to write a story with a 
different ending. The women came out mentally prepared to battle and took the first set. Although we 
dropped the second set we did win the third and the fourth! Our serving was very tough tonight. Our 
outsides Baylee and Lauren played lights out. It was an awesome way to end our last road trip of the 
season."

Wilson led the offense with 14 kills while also adding two aces and 10 digs. Johnson notched 10 kills with 
no errors, boasting a .455 attack percentage. Hailey Iha had six kills on just 10 attacks while Emily 
Dulaney racked up 25 assists. Hetzler led the team with three aces and 15 digs.

TACOMA, Wash. – The Pacific Lutheran University women's soccer team used the same formula with 
the same success as it did yesterday.  A strong defensive effort and timely offense from a senior led the 
Lutes to a 1-0 victory over Whitworth University on Sunday at East Field. 
 
"I'm very proud of our process today," said Head Coach Seth Spidahl.  "We weren't super happy with 
how we performed yesterday but the players were awesome in their response.  Credit to Whitworth 
this weekend as they have changed their style and system of play and were a tough opponent."

On a cold and wet afternoon, the Lutes seemed unbothered by Mother Nature and dominated the 
Pirates for the second straight day.  Despite a scoreless first 45 minutes, PLU led the shot total 5-1 and 
had three shots on goal to zero for the Pirates. 
 
The home attack finally broke through in the 54th minute.  Alyssa Leong passed the ball across the 
field to Ellie Reardon who sent it all the way back across the field, right to the foot of Ellie 
Johnson who fired the ball past the Pirate keeper. 

"Our second half was very good," said Spidahl.  "We had one of our best goals of the year by Ellie 
Johnson.  Maddie (Landreth) had a great free kick that was called back.  Sawyer Anderson had a very 
good game.  Our first wins at home this spring against a good opponent with Senior Day thrown in 
there.  Our program definitely improved this weekend."
 
The Lutes continued to control possession to the final whistle and did not allow a shot on goal for the 
entire match and just two shots total.  PLU also held a distinct 8-1 edge in corner kicks.  PLU (5-3-1, 
5-3-1 NWC) will close its season next Sunday when they host Whitman College at 11:00 a.m.

https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9172
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9168
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9169
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9170
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9180
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9174
https://golutes.com/coaches.aspx?rc=1361
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9169
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9167
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9167
https://golutes.com/coaches.aspx?rc=1348
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9111
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9101
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9091
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9091
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9091
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9091
https://golutes.com/roster.aspx?rp_id=9117






Pierce College and TCC Athletics Begin soon!


